
"Men ale, men vini fè zanmi dire"
“A hand going out, a hand coming back makes a friendship 
last.” This Haitian proverb  was the theme of the 7th annual 
Haiti Outreach Fall Gala held on Saturday, September 26th. 
This yearʼs event has been our most successful gala yet, 
raising over $106,000 for Haiti Outreach projects.    

The event was held at the Hilton Airport Hotel in Bloomington, 
Minnesota, with 206 people in attendance.   Guests arrived 
and wandered through 100 Silent Auction items including 
Haitian crafts, local gift certificates and other donated items 
and services.  Guests had an opportunity to buy $50 Golden 
Raffle Tickets which entitled the winner to choose first from 
any of the live auction items.  Over 45 guests signed up  for 
Great Gathering Events that will be hosted over the upcoming 
year. Events such as a children's morning on a farm, pine 
needle basket weaving workshop  and a flamenco dance 
lesson with tapas were offered.  

The program for the evening began with guests drawing 
outlines of their own hands and displaying them amidst the 
outlines of hands from Haitians who have been affected by 
Haiti Outreach projects. During the Live Auction a 30 bottle 
wall of wine, vacations in Ninilchik, Alaska, Las Vegas, NV 
and Steamboat Springs CO, 2010 Twins Baseball Tickets, 
and several dining events were auctioned to the highest 
bidders.  Speakers, including Rotarian Ron Axel, Executive 
Director Dale Snyder, Board Chair Peg Keenan, Board 
Member Jim Kirzeder and Country Director Neil Van Dine told 
of “the hands” or people that have inspired them in their 
desire to help with sustainable, self-directed projects in Haiti.

Our thanks go to our generous supporters, our Gala Chair, 
Connie Branson and the 17 dedicated volunteers and staff 
who worked for months to put this expanding event together.  
Our 2010 Fall Gala will be Saturday, Oct. 2. Save the date!  

Updates of the most current trip offerings and events 
can be found at www.HaitiOutreach.org 
January 5 - 13 - Trip to Haiti - Space Available

January 21 - 30 - Trip to Haiti - A Few Spaces Available
Saturday, January 23 - Deep Freeze Dunk in Maple Grove, 

raising funds for La Victoire public secondary school
February 18 - 26 - Trip to Haiti - Space Available

March 7 - 13 - Haiti Trip for Chicago - Space Available
Saturday, April 17 - Haiti Outreach Chicago Fundraiser

October 2 - Annual Fall Gala in Minnesota

Chicago Based V3 Companies Teams With Haiti 
Outreach , Community Leaders on La Gonave

 The island of La Gonave is the largest undeveloped island in 
the Caribbean.  Approximately 750 square kilometers in size, it 
is a beautiful, rugged, mysterious and isolated place and is only 
40 miles from Port au Prince.  Water availability on the island 
for its 100,000 residents is the lowest in the world; there is no 
stream or river that runs year round. The remoteness of the 
island, lack of road infrastructure, technical drilling challenges 
presented by the porous limestone and the extreme difficulty of 
discovering groundwater has deterred water relief efforts by 
numerous organizations.  

Haiti Outreach mobilized a rotary rig to the island in 2007 and 
partnered with V3 Companies to locate aquifers and identify 
optimal drilling locations.  In 2008, Stuart Dykstra and James 
Adamson of V3 spent over a week on the island studying its 
geology.  They guided Haiti Outreach towards the areas that 
would be successful for drilling and identified areas where 
more information was needed prior to a drilling investment.  

In October of 2009, V3 returned to La Gonave with financial 
support from several organizations dedicated to providing 
water relief to certain communities on the island.  A 
groundwater exploration team spent nearly three weeks on 
the island applying controlled source audio magnetotellurics/
magnetotellurics geophysics to help  better understand 
groundwater, geologic conditions and drilling depths in 
communities on the island.  The communities spanned across 
the entire island and included Lotorre, Nan Mapou, Pointe a 
Raquette and Pique Mabey (near Tamarin).

The technology attracted large curious crowds.  Community 
leaders and children in each study area were a great help, 
offering to carry pieces of equipment.  Everybody  wanted to 
help and be a part of the search for water.  During the 
investigation, there were many sobering moments as the 
team studied the living conditions of the residents in these 
communities.  Water within a 3 hour walk was normal in these 
areas where a pair of shoes was a luxury item.  In one area, 
locals walk nearly 8 hours to collect water during drought 
conditions, carrying 5-gallon buckets on the return trip!  At 
each sounding location, the team would continually see a 
twinkle in everybodyʼs eyes that transmitted their hope and 
vision of a well drilled at that very spot and a better way of life 
within sight.  The analyses of the study results are underway, 
with high hopes for each wonderful and deserving community.  
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New Look at Haiti Outreach Website
Have you viewed our website lately? On October 1st, we introduced a completely new format and look. Our website is  

www.HaitiOutreach.org.   While we need to get some additional parts of it in operation, like the Twitter and Facebook references, as well as 
an online newsletter, we are very pleased with the new role-out. Check it out and let us know what you think!

http://www.HaitiOutreach.org
http://www.HaitiOutreach.org


Kay Visite: Food and Facility Get Rave Reviews
The Haiti Outreach guest house, “Kay Visite”, is now the 
premier place to stay when visiting Haitiʼs Central Plateau. We 
have hosted guests from various other NGOʼs, MAF passengers, 
and even local newlyweds!  Revenues received from guests 
and financial benefits derived from the solar installation is 
netting Haiti Outreach upwards of $3000 a month! 

Jonise Muscadin (Kay Visite Manger) has been an integral 
part of the budding success of the guest house and its use by 
the broader community. Part of Joniseʼs work has been 
collecting surveys from each guest on their experience. Two 
common themes are apparent in the surveys: Ann Marieʼs 
cooking is second to none and the modern facilities that Kay 
Visite offers are getting rave reviews!

A team of 10 volunteers recently spent 10 days working on the 
guest house, finishing up  the kitchen and getting the bedrooms 
painted and ready for service. The kitchen received its 
remaining cabinetry, complete with mahogany door & drawer 
fronts.  Alan Johnson followed cabinet makers Geno Beniek & 
Chad Mayes, using his talents as a painter to add luster to the 
kitchen with multiple coats of varnish. While work was being 
completed in the kitchen, volunteers Elizabeth Tuttle, Keenen 
Dammen, Mark Kiefer, Kevin Keenan, John Getsch, Jim 
Kirzeder, & Mark Hoiseth completed painting the bedrooms 
and bathrooms. The “hottest”  event of the week was the 
completion of the hot water tank; we now have hot water 24-
hours a day!

The Team was grateful for the surprise arrival of volunteer Will 
Gunderman, a contractor from California, who joined the 
efforts during the last few days of the trip.  Will is spending the 
next month supervising the remaining work on the guest 
house, at no cost to Haiti Outreach. Thank you Will!

The Trips Committee has been busy creating new marketing 
materials and new trip  offerings to keep  Kay Visite full. We will 
be adding new Experiential Trips to our current trip  offerings. 
The goal of these trips will be to offer a wider range of Haitian 
experiences to a greater number of travelers.  We are also 
exploring the option of offering specialized group  trips that are 
centered around a common theme or interest, such as 
teachers, authors, engineers, etc.  More information on future 
trips can be found on our website: www.HaitiOutreach.org. 

Public High School in Pignon Boasts 
Solar Powered Electrical System

On August 21, 2009, students from Illinois Institute of 
Technology flipped a switch and the lights came on at Lycee 
Nationale de Pignon, the public secondary school that Haiti 
Outreach helped build.  The Engineers Without Borders 
chapter at IIT and their professional mentor Tom DeBates, 
owner of Habi-tek, worked on the fundraising and design for 
the solar-powered electrical system for two years prior to its 
installation.  “There were curious people watching us every 
day”, said DeBates.  “And when the lights finally went on they 
were very excited and happy to see them!”

Six IIT students from varying majors and class years spent a 
week installing the conduit, wiring, light fixtures, and switches 
in the classrooms.  They were grateful for the assistance of 
Neil Van Dine, his son Ken, and Tom DeBates who helped 
them with the installation and wiring of the electrical closet, 
batteries, and solar panels.  

The power system uses 12 solar panels to provide 7.7 kW per 
day which is enough energy for 8-10 lights per classroom and 
8 laptop computers. The lights were wired on 2 different 
switches in each classroom so that energy can be saved by 
only using half of the lights at one time. One of the classrooms 
has been designated as a computer lab  with internet 
capabilities. IIT students will be raising funds for Apple 
computers, which will make this school one of the most 
progressive in Haiti! If your organization would like to donate 
computers or help  raise funds for these laptops, please 
contact Dale at Haiti Outreach, 612-929-1122.   

  Fundraising Underway for Public 
Secondary School in La Victoire

La Victoire is a town 8 miles east of Pignon, where Haiti 
Outreach is based. It has a public primary school with its own 
building, but the government said it has no money to build a 
public secondary school.  Parents, determined to have a 
secondary school for their children, made an agreement to 
rent space from a local private school. But after a few years, 
the private school informed them that they needed the space 
for themselves and would no longer rent it to the parents. So 
the parents asked Haiti Outreach, who helped the community 
of Pignon build its public secondary school, for help so that 
the schools could continue holding classes.  Haiti Outreach 
made an agreement with the Haitian Ministry of Education that 
if we built the school building, they would agree to pay the 
teachers and administration to run the school. 

Hearing this, a number of Rotary Clubs from Minnesota and 
Wisconsin decided they would take on this project and help 
raise the funds to build this school. Rotary Partnership  for 
Haiti (www.RotaryPartnershipForHaiti.org) was formed with a 
commitment to make this happen. The fundraising goal is 
$200,000 to build a 9 classroom building, offices for the 
administration, a latrine, a well, desks and blackboards. So far 
they have raised about half of this money, and they are 
looking for ways to raise more. Other Rotary Clubs, churches, 
additional groups and individuals are invited to help. 

Haiti Outreach is reaching out for additional support as well so 
that the goal of raising all the funds needed to build the school 
will be reached by February of 2010. That way the school can 
be built and ready for the students in September of 2010, 
when the new school year begins.  The Maple Grove Rotary 
Club  is adding their support by scheduling a “Deep  Freeze 
Dunk” on January 23, 2010.  Volunteers will raise funds from 
their friends, relatives and co-workers who pledge to support 
them jumping into the icy cold waters of a lake in Maple 
Grove.  Anyone can join in this activity and groups are 
encouraged to participate. Please contact the Haiti Outreach 
office at 612-929-1122 for more information or to provide your 
support.  Your financial contribution will make a huge 
difference in the lives of many children for years to come.  

Haiti  Outreach thanks its partner, V3 Companies, for  
donating the color printing and folding of this newsletter!


