
New 15 Well Initiative Supported by 
Rotary Clubs, Vitol Foundation

Fifteen rural communities, over 5,000 people, in and 
around Plaine du Nord will have Haiti Outreach 
community  managed, clean water wells this year. This 
will occur thanks to a new project sponsored by the Cap 
Haitian Rotary  Club, the Rotary  Club of Buena Vista, 
Colorado, other Rotary Clubs, and the Vitol Foundation. 

About 6 miles southwest of the northern city  of Cap 
Haitian, the Plaine du Nord area has about 29,000 
people. This is the area that the Cap Haitian Rotary 
Club  selected as part of the matching grant process that 
includes funds from Rotary  International. The Buena 
Vista Rotary Club is the U.S. partnering club, headed by 
President Ron Axel. Ron and his wife Donna moved to 
this high altitude area after he retired from a successful 
dentistry  career in Hopkins, MN and Donna from a 
career with the Boy  Scouts of America. Ron was twice 
past district governor of the Minnesota Rotary District 
#5950 which initiated a Safe Water Plus Project with 
Haiti Outreach and World Vision 10 years ago.

Access to clean water in Plaine du Nord is very 
challenging. This new project will include the water 
management training which Haiti Outreach has 
developed and is required for all our donor-funded 
community  wells, making them sustainable by  the 
Haitian people for as long as 20 years.  This makes our 
donors’ money  stretch so much further, and allows us to 
concentrate most of our efforts on new locations.  

In addition, each community  will receive our sanitation 
education training. This involves educating the 
community  about the importance of using latrines, 
proper sanitation and hygiene, and training 2 sanitation 
teachers who will keep educating the population.  The 
whole context in which we do our work involves the  
community  seeing itself as a healthy community, which 
is much broader and more important than just having 
clean water. Sanitation education is a key  component of 
this concept.

We are very  grateful to the many Rotary  Clubs and 
Rotary  International for their support of this life-giving 
project, as well as the support of the Vitol Foundation 
that has given us matching funds to make community 
managed, clean water available for over 5,000 people. 

Adopt-A-Well Program in Action in 
Potoseyal, Haiti

By Denise Schwind, Edmunds WA

As a healthcare professional I have participated in 
several international volunteer trips, but none as 
impactful as my recent trip with Haiti Outreach.

Two years ago, I researched different charities and 
organizations to align with to bring sustainable clean 
water to developing countries.   I have seen and treated 
children and adults with water borne illnesses and have 
seen first hand the impact a lack of clean water has on 
individuals and communities. 

During my charity  research I saw that many 
organizations supported Haiti Outreach, an NGO with a 
mission statement:   “To collaborate with the people of 
Haiti to build and maintain community-initiated projects 
that advance their development.”   After talking with 
(Executive Director) Dale Snyder and researching this 
non-profit, it became clear this is an organization that 
understands how to make a long-term difference with 
community-initiated projects.

Through various fundraising efforts I was able to 
sponsor a community  well in Potoseyal, Haiti and attend 
the inauguration with my daughter in February.  We 
were able to spend two days with the community of 
Potoseyal, see the existing contaminated water source 
and help with projects in the community.  The trip was 
very organized, 
productive and 
impactful.

We have already 
s t a r t e d 
fundraising for our 
next well, and we 
look forward to 
supporting Haiti 
Outreach over the 
y e a r s a s t h e y 
continue to make life changing contributions to Haiti with 
access to water,  education and other community-
initiated projects.
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Denise Schwind (above left) from Edmunds, WA, raised over $10,000 to adopt 
the community of Potoseyal and provide them with our community develop-
ment training and the construction of a community-managed well.  The former 
water source in Potoseyal was a dug-out cave in the river bank. (above right) 

New community-managed well in Potoseyal



Progress Made in 2013 and 2014
In 2013, Haiti Outreach inaugurated another public 
secondary  school in the town of Rankit, conducted 
community  water management and sanitation training, 
and drilled wells in 38 communities. That means for the 
first time, approximately 12,000 people now have clean 
and available water, right in their own communities! These 
wells will be maintained by the community  members 
themselves for years and years to come. 

Since January  of this year, we have inaugurated 8 new 
community  wells, with 5 more due to be inaugurated in the 
next few weeks. Combined with the 15 wells near Plaine 
du Nord (see front page), we will be more than half way  to 
our unprecedented goal for 2014: to train over 50 water 
management committees and inaugurate 50 community 
managed wells in a single year! That would mean 16,000 
people or more would have a sustainable clean water 
source in just this year!

The 50 communities we will work with in 2014 have been 
identified and our animation and drilling teams in Haiti are 
eager to do their part.  But, in order to make our goal a 
reality, we need financial support from people like you!  
Our Adopt-a-Well program is just one way for you to raise 
money  for a community  well. Please consider that 
possibility  for your church, school or civic group.  You can 
select a community  from our Adopt-a-Well program, listed 
on our web site:  www.HaitiOutreach.org.  Thank you for 
your generous support.  

Meet Brian Jensen, Haiti Outreach Intern
Brian Jensen, our new intern in Haiti, is 
from Richfield, MN, and graduated in 
2011 from St. Thomas University  with a 
degree in mechanical engineering. He is 
volunteer ing h is t ime to provide 
assistance on water systems engineering 
drawings and adding new capabilities to 

the well management database. Brian arrived at our 
headquarters in Pignon on February  7th and will be living 
with a local Haitian family  for the next year. He also will be 
updating his blog along the way.  Check it out at  
www.brianjensen.blog.com. We are glad to have him on 
board! 

Upcoming Haiti Outreach Events
May 9:  Haiti Hike for Water
! Minnetonka Middle School East, Minnetonka, MN

May 14: Free Informational and Fundraising Luncheon 
!  Noon until 1:00pm
!  Location: Bay View Event Center, Excelsior, MN

October 4: Haiti Outreach Annual Fall Gala & Fundraiser 
!  6:00 - 10:00 pm
!  Location: Minneapolis Marriott SW, Minnetonka, MN

For more information, visit HaitiOutreach.org, and 
remember to follow us on Facebook. 

Haiti Outreach Welcomes 
Three New Board Members

The Board of Directors of Haiti Outreach is pleased to 
welcome three new members:  Yves Lassere, John 
Schultz and Patrick Kennedy. Each will serve a three-
year term beginning this month.

Yves Lassere - A Supply  Chain Management executive 
from Evanston, IL. Yves holds an MBA from the University 
of Illinois, and from Illinois Institute of Technology, a BS in 
Civil Engineering and an MS in Structural Engineering. 
Born in Haiti, Yves is an active member of the Evanston 
Lighthouse Chapter of Rotary International.

John Schultz - Executive Vice President and General 
Counsel, Hewlett-Packard Company. John holds a J.D. 
degree from the University of Pennsylvania and his 
undergraduate from Albright College.  Originally  from the 
suburbs of Philadelphia, John now lives in Palo Alto, CA.

Patrick Kennedy - President of V3 Companies. Patrick 
holds an MBA from DePaul University  and has worked 
with Haiti Outreach on various water projects, including 
hydrogeology, pumping and piping, and DINEPA 
projects.  Through his work at V3, Patrick has been 
exposed to many non-profits.  “Through those 
experiences,” Patrick said, “the mission, vision and 
approach of Haiti Outreach resonates with me.  I believe 
in it.”  John and his family live in Naperville, IL.

Yves, John and Patrick will be joining current Board 
members Olaf Minge (Board Chair), Brenda Fagley 
(Vice Chair), Pam Prosser (Secretary  and Treasurer) 
and Saurel Quettan to comprise our 7 member 
governing Board of Directors.  We are pleased to have 
such a wide range of talents, skills, and interests on the 
Board. What ties us together is a deep commitment to 
promoting the mission and vision of Haiti Outreach.

Haiti Outreach Fundraising Drive For 
World Water Day Community of Vye Joupa
We are currently  finishing up our fundraising drive for 
our featured World Water Day  community  of Vye Joupa.  
The photo below shows a small spring in a dried up river 
bed, where the 400 people of this community  must go 
every day, walking 1 ½ miles, just to get the water they 
need to survive. While the spring is dirty  and barely  a 
trickle, that water is not as contaminated as the river 
nearby.  To bring clean water to Vye Joupa, visit our web 
site today  and donate online or send us a check and 
designate the community of Vye Joupe.  Thank you!

Intern, Brian Jensen

400 residents of Vye Joupa depend on this tiny spring for their daily water.


