
32 Community Wells So Far in 2014!
With 8 additional wells just inaugurated when this 
newsletter goes to press, Haiti Outreach will have 
inaugurated 32 community wells in 2014, moving 
steadily toward our goal of inaugurating 50 community 
wells this year. These 50 wells would set a new annual 
record for our work in Haiti! For each well, we have 
trained a community water committee to manage a new 
water well on a sustainable basis.  So far this year your 
donations have brought life-giving clean water to over 
10,000 people in rural Haiti!

Included in these 32 wells are 13 wells in Plaine du Nord 
that are being funded mainly by Rotary International, 
the Rotary Partnership for Haiti, and the Vitol 
Foundation. Other wells in the areas of Hinche, Pignon 
and San Raphael have been funded through our Adopt-
a-Well program by individuals, a church group, and the 
German Rotary Club of Aschaffenburg-Shonbusch. 

Most people in rural Haiti must walk a mile or more 
every day for the best water they can find, which is 
usually contaminated, just to survive.  By raising and 
donating $15,000, which is 100% tax deductible, you 
could bring sustainable clean water to hundreds of 
people.  If you, your family, your church or civic group 
would like to Adopt-a-Well, please email us or contact 
Executive Director Dale Snyder at 612-929-1122. 
Thank you for helping us reach our goal of inaugurating 
50 community managed wells in 2014! 

6th Grade Class Sets Record in 
Fundraising for Clean Water in Haiti!

Minnetonka Middle School East held its 4th Annual Walk/
Run for Clean Water in Haiti on a cold, damp Friday, May 
9. But the 410 sixth graders were red hot in their 
fundraising activities and enthusiasm! They raised a 
record $17,345 for clean, community managed water 
wells in Haiti! 

Each year, part of the 6th grade curriculum includes a 
unit on Global Awareness, with a focus on water, led by 

teachers Rebeccah 
MacDougal and Laura 
Frisbie.  They teach 
that while water is 
critical for daily 
survival, people in 
many parts of the 
world do not have 
ready access to potable 
water.  Students study 
such topics as the 

shortage of fresh water, typical usage by Americans 
versus people in other countries, how women and 
children are usually the water bearers in most of the 
world, and they do research on different countries 
stricken by the  water crisis.  The students, however, do 
more than simply study world water issues - they go 
into action and make a difference by raising money for 
community managed clean water wells in Haiti, the 
poorest country in our hemisphere. 

Using the Haiti Outreach Adopt-a-Well program, this 
year’s sixth grade class raised enough money to fund a 
well in the community of Vensans, which has a 
population of about 400 people.   It’s residents travel 1 
½ miles daily to get water from a hole and a spring that 
feeds into an existing stream.

To raise money for the wells, the class held a walk/run 
around the school property and took pledges from 
family and friends for each lap they would do.  One boy 
set the record of 15 laps – nearly 15 miles – that he ran! 

In addition, students had booths selling jewelry, food, 
drinks, removable tattoos, face painting and games to 
fellow students, teachers and parents.  The booth that 
raised the most money on this cold day was snow 
cones, which made $450! Other activities included 
having students carry 1 one gallon of water for a mile 
and a student band that played during the festival.

Haiti Outreach Executive Director Dale Snyder spoke to 
the entire 6th grade about the lack of clean water in 
Haiti and what Haiti Outreach is doing to change that.  
He also reported that the community of Vensans will 
now have a new well because of their activities!  Fifteen 
other guest speakers talked to classrooms of 6th graders 
about their personal experience in various countries 
around the world regarding the issues of water and 
sanitation. 

Teacher Rebeccah MacDougal summed up the festive 
day saying, “We are so proud these kids. They worked 
very hard and produced amazing results.”  We could not 
agree more and are so very grateful to the school and 
these students who save lives every day by bringing  
clean water to a rural community in Haiti.  
Congratulations to everyone who participated! 

If you would like more information on how your school, 
church or civic group could set up a Haiti Water Hike 
and festival like this, please contact us at 
612-929-1122 or email Haiti Outreach at 
info@HaitiOutreach.org. 
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The model check said $16.900 when presented, but additional checks 
that came in made the total $17,345!
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Upcoming Haiti Outreach Events
Haiti Outreach Annual Fall Gala & Fundraiser 

Saturday, October 4th, 5:30 - 9:30 pm
Location: Marriott Southwest Hotel, Minnetonka, MN

To RSVP or for more information, visit HaitiOutreach.org 
or call us at 612-929-1122 and remember to 

follow us on Facebook. 

New Board Member - New Logo - New Office
We are very pleased to announce that in June, Linda 
Hughes, who hails from the Atlanta, Georgia area, has 
joined the board of directors of Haiti Outreach.  Linda is 
President and CEO of The Great Ridge 
Company and holds a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Industrial Engineering from 
Georgia Tech.  She has over 25 years 
of experience in company operations 
with extensive experience in business 
strategy, operational planning, 
revenue generation, and information 
technology management. We look 
forward to her guidance and support.

On August first, we moved our U.S.A. office a few miles 
away from the previous office in the town of Minnetonka 
to the town of Hopkins, MN. The new address, like the 
new logo, is shown on the header of this newsletter. 
Hopkins was once a small town west of Minneapolis, but 
as the population has grown over the years, it is now a 
suburb of Minneapolis. However, it has kept its small 
town charm and friendliness. We are pleased to be here! 

This summer we also introduced our new logo.  With 
input from our Haitian staff in Pignon, our new logo 
features the red and blue colors of the Haitian Flag.  
Check out the top of this newsletter. We hope you like 
it!

 Annual Fall Gala on Saturday, October 4th
On Saturday, October 4th, from 5:30 – 9:30 p.m. at the 
Marriott Southwest 
Hotel in Minnetonka, 
MN, you are invited to 
come and hear about 
the breakthrough 
community-initiated 
clean water projects 
that make a long-term 
difference in Haiti.  
The Haiti Outreach 
Annual Fall Gala and 
Fundraiser is always great fun. The event includes 
delicious food, live and silent auctions, a wine raffle, 
and Haitian music!  Funds raised that night will go to 
our community development projects – in particular 
community clean water wells. After doing our work 
together, communities no longer depend on existing 
contaminated water sources, but use clean water wells 
where sanitation education and water management 
training is required, bringing a sustainable system 
lasting up to 20 years.  Instead of relief, HO helps 
communities build self-reliance through a model that is 
both successful and sustainable. Visit HaitiOutreach.org 
or call us at 612-929-1122 to RSVP or for more 
information.

Support Haiti Outreach on Amazon.com
Do you buy items from Amazon?  Help support Haiti 
Outreach when you do!  Instead of going directly to 
Amazon, go to Smile.Amazon.com and insert “Haiti 
Outreach Minnetonka” where it says “Charity name or 
location”.  Select Haiti Outreach 
Minnetonka then shop as usual.  
A percentage of your purchase 
price will go to us directly from 
Amazon at no extra cost to you!  

6 Groups Travel To Haiti With Haiti Outreach
While our Guest House in Pignon is open to the general 
public and has quite a bit of traffic from people unrelated 
to Haiti Outreach, we built it in 2008 primarily to house 
our many groups that travel with us to Haiti to see our 
work and participate in a small work project. So far this 
year, we’ve hosted six groups. Sometimes the travelers 
know each other prior to their trip, and sometimes they 
are introduced on the way to Haiti. 

Denice Schwind of Washington state and her daughter and 
friends raised money to adopt their own well, then came 
to attend the inauguration of the well in February.  We 
featured their story in our last newsletter. Members of 
various Rotary Clubs and others joined them and formed a 
great bond for the week, clearing brush around the new 
well before it was inaugurated, painting it and another 
well. 

The German Rotary Club of Aschaffenburg–Shonbusch has 
raised money for our public schools and for 3 community 
wells. They gathered a group of 6 German Rotarians to 
come at Easter time, and were joined by some Americans 
(above).  The group helped the residents of Bafon Kajou 
prepare for the inauguration of the well they sponsored 
and then attended the ceremony.

Three groups from YWAM Emerge, based in Colorado, 
came to Haiti to spend a week with Haiti Outreach, seeing 
our development work and working on a small work 
project. They were 23 people in all, had a great 
experience and are already planning more trips for 2015. 

We also had a youth group with adult leaders come to 
Haiti from the Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church in 
Apple Valley, MN.  This group spent a total of 8 nights in 
Haiti and had a “fun” time working in the sweltering July 
heat.  The group helped build a concrete block well 
house, painted it and attended the well inauguration. 

On trips like these, travelers can expect to get an insider’s 
view of rural Haiti, meet local people and observe the 
culture.  We often visit Haiti Outreach projects and work 
sites and meet the Haitian employees of Haiti Outreach 
who make it all happen.  Donors appreciate seeing first 
hand where their donated money goes and how their 
donation is making a difference.   Many people find that a 
trip to Haiti with Haiti Outreach is a life-altering 
experience and return more than once.  If you, your social 
or church group, or your family would like to visit Haiti 
with us, just give us a call or email us, and we will help 
make it happen!  

Linda Hughes


